CHAPTER V

THE RAILWAY MANIA

AMONG the many friends Russell had made in Ireland
was Mr. Peter Burrowes, who had been Purse-Bearer
to Lord Plunket, the Lord Chancellor of Ireland.   He
was the only son of an eminent lawyer, also named
Peter Burrowes, whose  eloquence  and ability had
placed  him  in  the  first rank of his time.   Peter
Burrowes pen had been a staunch adherent of Grattan,
and, being a member of the Irish Parliament, had
opposed the  Government whenever  proposals  for
union were under  consideration, with  the utmost
determination.   After the last fatal division Burrowes
posted off to Tinnehinch, where Grattan was lying ill
from an attack of gout, and, dashing into his friend's
room in the early morning, told him that all was over.
"We shall be avenged, Peter," exclaimed Grattan,
" and it will be a terrible vengeance.   We shall send
three hundred ruffians into their House of Commons,
who will destroy their Parliament."   Burrowes lived
long enough to see the triumph of Catholic Emancipa-
tion, and when the measure for the relief of insolvent
debtors for Ireland was passed, he and his old friend
Parsons were the first judges appointed in Ireland.  At
the opening of the Court Burrowes said, " Brother
Parsons, you and I are the first people to take the
benefit of the Act in Ireland, at all events I"

" I became intimate," writes Russell," with the family
of this man's son, and at the charming house in Leeson
Street I made the acquaintance of two daughters of